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NEWCASTLE-E/ALYN  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Report  for  1947- 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  health  ami  sanitation 
of  your  area  for  the  year  1947. 

Area,  208  acres. 

Population,  766. 

Number  of  Houses,  258. 

Rateable  Value,  £3062. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate,  £11  18  8. 

The  town  is  primarily  a market  town  near  the  meeting 
place  of  the  Counties  of  Carmarthenshire,  Cardiganshire  and 
Pembrokeshire,  and  has  a large  Milk  Factory,  a Shirt  bactoii, 
and  an  Egg  Grading  Station.  It  is  a tourist  haunt  famed  for  its 
beauty,  and  also  a Fishing  Centre. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births,  6 Males  and  6 Females  (1  Illegitimate). 

No  Still  Births. 

Birth  Rate,  15.6  per  1000  as  compared  with  20.5  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate  per  1000,  18.2  (12  for  England  and  Wales. 

Number  of  Deaths,  14.  High  death  rate  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  many  natives  and  others  come  to  tins 
lovely  valley  to  spend  their  last  days. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  on  the  register  has  been  reduced  to  seven  >y 
the  removal  of  three  cases,  now  showing  no  trace  of  the  disuse. 
One  new  case  was  notified  and  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital 
where  she  died  12  days  later  of  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ; she 
not  ordinarily  resident  in  the  area. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Five  canes  of  Wliooping  Cough  were  repos  al  revered 

without  complications.  Two  eases  of  > X contacts 

discovered  and  removed  to  Isolat.on  Hosp,  al  wtth the  r ~ntM£ 

where  a perfect  recovery  was  made  by  all. 

gotion.  of  these  cases  failed  to  d.scover  how  the  , ecuor i.™ 

The  two  cases  from  the  same  family  wm  taken  7 

after  returning  from  their  suminei  10  u.  7’.  , Central 

that  the  infection  was  obtained  while  on  holiday.  I he  Centr 


Laboratory  in  London  stated  that  the  organism  was  a hitherto  un- 
known type  in  this  country  and  totatally  unrelated  to  any 
previously  known  outbreak.  There  were  no  further  cases,  though 
neighbouring  practitioners  were  warned  to  be  on  the  look  out  for 
the  disease.  The  cases  and  their  contacts  were  kept  in  hospital 
until  they  ceased  to  be  carriers.  The  water  supply  was  tested 
repeatedly  but  no  incriminating  organisms  were  found.  Much 
thanks  is  due  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Carmarthen  and 
the  County  M.O.H.  for  their  great  interest  and  help  in  the  out- 
break. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  incidence  of  this  is  very  small.  No  cases  of  Oph- 
thalmia Neonatorum  were  reported. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  reported.  Immunisation  has  proceeded 
normally  ; practically  all  children  under  15  are  immunised. 

Water  Supply. 

There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  ; minor  adjust- 
ments and  repair  to  pipes  and  trenches  are  necessary  from  time  to 
time.  Shortage  of  material  is  holding  up  the  relaying  of  new 
pipes  from  the  Cawdor  Garage  to  the  Reservoir,  bnt  it  is  hoped 
that  this  very  necessary  work  will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  some  relative  shortage  of  water  at  peak  periods  during 
periods  of  drought  cannot  otherwise  be  guarded  against. 

Drainage. 

The  whole  system  is  out  of  date,  and  needs  replanning. 
Let  us  hope  that  help  in  this  direction  will  be  obtained  by  direct 
action  from  Whitehall,  as  the  local  finances  can  not  possibly  cope 
with  the  problem.  Such  as  the  system  is,  it  works,  thanks  to  the 
fact  that  the  area  stands  on  a natural  water  shed. 

Factories. 

The  three  Factories  are  clean  and  sanitary,  a model  of 
their  kind. 

Housing. 

Re-housing  remains  as  in  my  last  report  ; plans  for  re- 
housing are  still  held  up,  and  I hope  to  report  progress  in  my  next 
report.  The  houses  are  urgently  needed. 

I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PENRY,  f.r.c.s.,  Eng., 

Medical  O fficer  of  Health. 


